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and swords across the marble pavement;
ribald songs were chaunted in ridicule of the
Oriental hymns; a prostitute was seated on
the throne of the Patriarch; the tombs of the
Emperors were violated; and the body of Jus-
tinian, exempt, as is asserted, from decay, after
the lapse of so many centuries, was exhibited
before the eyes of the licentious soldiery. The
destruction of works of Art was on a scale
almost unprecedented. The most precious sta-
tues of antiquity were broken to pieces in the
spleen of the moment/ or melted down and
coined into money for the payment of the
troops. Countless libraries were burned, and
manuscripts which never can be replaced were
destroyed. Long indeed will the world have
cause to lament the second capture of Constan-
tinople by the Latins, A,D. 1204,

Once more, in the year 1SJ|51, there was heard
in Constantinople at the dead of night the cry of
a foe who had secretly, and at a desperate risk,
entered its walls, Alexius, however, the General
of the Emperor Michael, had the popular senti-